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Aide-memoire

Meeting with the Wairarapa Mayors on seniors housing

For: Hon Phil Twyford, Minister of Housing and Urban Development

Date: 29 January 2019 Security level:  [n Confidence
Priority: Medium Report number: AMI18/19010052
Purpose

1. This aide-memoire provides you with information about senior housing and transport issues
in the Wairarapa to support you in your meeting with the Wairarapa Mayors on 30 January
2019. This meeting provides you with an opportunity to discuss key issues impacting the
Carterton, Masterton and South Wairarapa Districts. The aide-memoire first provides you
with information on public housing in the Districts and then discusses transport issues.

Meeting details

2. You are meeting with the Wairarapa Mayors (Viv Napier, Mayor of South Wairarapa; John
Booth, Mayor of Carterton; and Lyn Patterson; Mayor of Masterton) on Wednesday 30
January 2019.

3. The Mayors wish to discuss senior housing provided by local councils, but may also discuss
transport issues with you. Below are some potential questions you may wish to raise with the
Mayors:

a. The ageing population has significant implications for housing and urban
development. What do you consider to be the main challenges to housing our
growing older population in your Districts? What do you see as the opportunities?

b. In your council’s experience, what is the unmet demand for senior housing in your
District?

4. You are also meeting with Lee Mauger, Chairman of the Martinborough Dark Skies Reserve
with Minister Davis, in his capacity as Minister of Tourism. The Reserve was formed to
promote the establishment of an International Dark Sky Reserve in Martinborough.

Context on older people in the Wairarapa

5. New Zealand, like all OECD nations, has an ageing population. Today, around 750,000
people are over the age of 65. By 2036, this is likely to be over 1.2 million. An ageing
population impacts New Zealand’s economy, labour force, social services, health, aged care,
transport, local government, and housing.

6. There are a variety of housing options available for older people, other than homeownership
and private rentals. Retirement villages may be an option for some who have enough capital
to afford the initial payment and ongoing fees. Operators such as Arvida and Heritage
Lifecare both have retirement villages in the Wairarapa Districts. Alternatively, there are
council flats, public housing, and shared housing options (for example Abbeyfield), which
may not require upfront capital. .
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Census 2013 breakdown of the Wairarapa Districts

7.

10.

While older people are more likely to be home owners than other age groups, a growing
proportion will be renting or relying on public housing. In 2001, 77 per cent of those between
45 and 64 years old owned or partly owned their own home, but this has subsequently
dropped to 69 per cent in 2013.

This trend is also occurring in the Wairarapa Districts. That said, homeownership rates
remain higher in Masterton, Carterton and South Wairarapa than the national average (see
Table 1).

Table 1: Census 2013 homeownership rates

45-64 65 Years

Years and Over
National Average 69% 74%
Masterton District 73% 76%
Carterton District 79% 80%
South Wairarapa District 77% 81%

The Wairarapa Districts have a higher proportion of older people. Nationally 14 percent of the
population are aged 65 and over, compared to 19 percent in Masterton and Carterton, and
20 percent in South Wairarapa. This means there may be a higher demand for senior
housing in these regions relative to their respective sizes.

The personal incomes of older people in the Wairarapa Districts are generally lower than
those nationally. As shown in Figure 1, there are fewer older people with incomes between
$10,000 and $30,000 nationally while there are more with incomes above $50,000.

Figure 1: Personal income of those aged 65 and over
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Local council involvement in senior housing

i

12.

Local government plays a key role in providing subsidised housing to their communities.
Historically, council stock was primarily developed with assistance from central government
to meet the needs of low-income elderly people.

Our latest estimate from November 2018 shows that the council stock for Masterton District
included 85 properties (of which 74 are pensioner units) and South Wairarapa included 32
properties. Carterton District Council gifted its portfolio of pensioner housing to the Carter
Society’ in 2016.

" The Carter Society is a not-for-profit organisation that offer hospital care to the elderly.
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26.

The National Land Transport Programme 2018-21 includes funding for the SH2 Carterton to
Masterton Safe Roads project, which is assessing speed limits, roadsides and specific safety
treatments along this corridor and at identified hotspots. NZTA held drop-in events in
Masterton and Carterton on the project and will consult on a draft plan later this year.

Resilience and security

27.

28.

The councils supported prioritising resilience improvements on routes of economic and social
importance, particularly from the perspectives of tourism and freight. They recommended in
both 2017 and 2018 that the focus on resilience in the GPS be strengthened, especially
references to longer-term resilience threats and the impacts of climate change.

GWRC recommended the introduction of an activity class specifically for resilience
improvements.

Active modes

29.

The councils stressed that there should be equity in the level of funding received by rural and
urban areas for walking and cycling improvements, funding for which was significantly
increased in GPS 2018. They were concerned that funding would be focused on
improvements in urban areas, with negative impacts on rural communities, placing particular
emphasis on the importance of cycling to Wairarapa’s tourism.

The Ministry of Transport are in the early stages of developing the next in-cycle GPS

30.

The Ministry of Transport is in the early stages of developing the next in-cycle GPS on land
transport 2021, and has undertaken initial engagement with local government through the
Transport Special Interest Group and Local Government New Zealand. GWRC was present
at these sessions. Should transport funding issues be raised, you may like to mention that
the Ministry of Transport is planning to undertake in-depth sector listening sessions with local
government in late March/April, to gain an understanding of regional trends and issues to
further inform GPS development.
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