Households may require transitional housing due to a number of difficult circumstances such as
unemployment or low income, and/or may face a range of complex issues such as mental health
and addictions, criminal history, and family breakdowns. As a result, there are households who
require more intense specialised support to seek and maintain housing. Some landlords may
consider these circumstances or issues as barriers to accessing their rental properties.
It is important to note that long-term stays in motel accommodation is not ideal for individuals
and whanau. There is an extensive programme of work underway to increase the supply of
public and transitional housing to reduce the reliance on motel accommodation.
The Government has committed to increasing the number of public and transitional houses by
8,000 over the next four years. This is in addition to the 6,400 committed between 2018 and
2022. Between November 2017 and July 2020, the number of places increased by 5,308.
In February 2020, the Government released the Aotearoa/New Zealand Homelessness Action
Plan (2020-2023) to prevent and reduce homelessness. The plan has 18 immediate actions to
be put in place in 2020, and a further 18 longer-term actions to be developed for implementation
over 2020-2023. One of the longer-term actions is to develop further actions to prevent and
reduce homelessness for at-risk groups of people. As part of this work we will be looking at
actions to support different at-risk groups of young people.
In addition, the plan includes action to expand supported accommodation for young people
leaving Oranga Tamariki care, a programme on data and evidence, including better data and
research on youth homelessness. The action plan also includes ongoing involvement of people
with lived experience of homelessness to inform policy, delivery and design work at a local,
regional and national level.
The Youth Employment Action Plan and the Youth Plan, alongside the Homelessness Action
Plan, will collectively be used to drive change for young people and improve housing outcomes.
In addition, as part of the action plan Oranga Tamariki will provide an additional 168 placements
to support young people who are leaving care into accommodation over the next four year at a
cost of $17.5 million. This action is underway and approximately 30 young people have been
placed already. Young people in these placements are provided with wrap-around support to
help ensure safe, stable accommodation and the development of life skills to support the young
people to live independently.
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, in April 2020 $107.6 million was made available for
over 1,200 additional places (predominantly motel units) for people who were living rough or in
accommodation where social distancing was not possible. $31 million of the funding was for
wraparound support services to support people’s needs. These places were brought on as an
emergency and temporary measure and funded separately by the Government until April 2021.
Occupancy data is not currently being collected for individuals housed under the 1,200
additional places, so the data released to you does not include individuals between the ages of
16 and 24 who may have been placed in accommodation for the lockdown.
In response to your request, I can advise that as at the end of June 2020, there were 404 (10.5
percent of all transitional housing occupants) individuals between the ages of 16 and 24
reported as occupying transitional housing places. Of these 404 individuals, 124 (11.1 percent
of all transitional housing occupants) were reported as occupying contracted transitional
housing motels. For the current year (January 2020 to end of June 2020), 923 (10.8 percent of
all transitional housing occupants) individuals aged between 16 and 24 reported as having
occupied, or continued to occupy, a transitional housing place. These figures capture individuals
who are currently residing, or have resided, in transitional housing after turning 16 years old,
but have not yet turned 24.

